
 
 

The purpose of Junior Research Fellowships is to offer candidates of exceptional 

intellectual calibre, for whom the Fellowship would be their first substantial paid academic or 

research appointment, an opportunity to pursue research for up to four years. 

 
The Fellowships are available in all branches of university studies. More detailed 

information can be found in the Further Particulars on the JRF website: 

 

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/applying/jrf/ 
 
 

When writing your reference, please note that candidates will be judged against the very 

highest academic criteria across different fields. In particular, the standard of research 

expected for election to a Research Fellowship is much higher than that which is adequate 

for a PhD. The Committee would therefore value your views on the applicant’s research 

work; in particular, they hope you will be able to give them an assessment of its 

quality, to assist them in deciding whether they should be invited to submit a 

dissertation. Dissertations will be sent out to expert referees. On the basis of these 

referees’ reports, the Electors will select as Research Fellows candidates who have 

shown the greatest intellectual achievement and promise. There are no interviews. 

 
Please upload your reference (in pdf format) onto our secure on-line Fellowship 

Application System. You will receive a link to the relevant web page by email once 

the candidate has entered your details. 

 
If you have any difficulties, please contact the Administrator. It would be helpful to us and 

to the applicant if you could do this as soon as possible. 

 

 
Email: jrf@trin.cam.ac.uk 

 
 

  

The deadline for these references will be 12:00 (noon) on Thursday 27 August 2026. 

 
 

JRF: Notes for Testimonial Referees 
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